
 

The Shang Dynasty –  Class 3 Medium Term Planning  Spring Term 2  2020 – Year 5 and Year 6 

 
English     
 
In English we will be using select texts and medias to 
encourage a passion of creative writing which supports 
children’s transcription and composition. We will be using 
texts based around Ancient China with a specific focus on 
The Shang Dynasty.  
 
Guided reading  
 
In guided reading we will be reading the novel ‘The Kite 

Rider’ by Geraldine Mc Caughrean. Her story follows Hayou, 

a young boy in Ancient China, who must now follow in his 

father's footsteps and take to the skies, riding a kite through 

the clouds and the spirits of the dead. After each chapter 

pupils will complete a set of comprehension questions.  

SPaG 

Y5  - Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for 

example, then, after that, this, firstly]  

-Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for 

example, later], place [for example, nearby] and number [for 

example, secondly] or tense choices [for example, he had 

seen her before] 

Y6 - Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of 

cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase, 

grammatical connections [for example, the use of adverbials 

such as on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence], 

and ellipsis  

- Layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, 

columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text]  

Spelling will be based on the grammar activities as well as 
the statutory spelling lists. Children will be tested frequently 
on the rule rather than the words to ensure a thorough 
understanding is met. This rule will be stuck into reading 
records where children will also record their spelling test 
scores.  

 
 

Mathematics 

Measure - Converting units 

 Convert between different units of metric measure (kilometre and metre; centimetre and 
metre; centimetre and millimetre; gram and kilogram; litre and millilitre). (Y5) 

 Understand and use approximate equivalences between metric units and common imperial 
units such as inches, pounds and pints. (Y5) 

 Solve problems involving the calculation and conversion of units of measure, using decimal 
notation up to three decimal places where appropriate (Y6) 

 Use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting measurements of length, 
mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using 
decimals (Y6)  

 
Fractions 
 
Pupils should be taught to:  

 compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same number (Y5) 
and fractions less than one (Y6). 

 use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to express fractions in the 
same denomination (Y6) 

 multiply simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the answer in its simplest form (Y6) 

 identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, represented visually, 
including tenths and hundredths(Y5) 

 recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from one form to the other 
and write mathematical statements less than one as a mixed number. (Y5) 

 add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiples 
of the same number (Y5) 

 add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers, using the 
concept of equivalent fractions (Y6) 

 multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, supported by materials 
and diagrams (Y5) 

 divide proper fractions by whole numbers (Y6) 

 associate a fraction with division and calculate decimal fraction equivalents for a simple 
fraction (Y6) 

 read and write decimal numbers as fractions (Y5)  

 recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and decimal 
equivalents (Y5)  

 identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal places and multiply and 
divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 giving answers up to three decimal places (Y6) 

 round decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole number and to one decimal 
place (Y5) 

 read, write, order and compare numbers with up to three decimal places (Y5) 

 solve problems involving number up to three decimal places (Y5) 

 multiply one-digit numbers with up to two decimal places by whole number (Y6) 

 use written division methods in cases where the answer has up to two decimal places (Y6) 

 recognise the per cent symbol (%) and understand that per cent relates to ‘number of parts 
per hundred’, and write percentages as a fraction with denominator 100, and as a decimal (Y5) 

 solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of 2 1 , 4 1 , 5 1 , 
5 2 , 5 4 and those fractions with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25. (Y5) 

 solve problems which require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of accuracy (Y6) 

 recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages, including 
in different contexts. (Y6) 
 

Science – Earth and Space 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because 
of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling 
object 

 identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, 
that act between moving surfaces  

recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears, 
allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Geography 

Pupils will be able to locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America. 
Pupils will use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate Greece and describe the features of the country.  
 
History – The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  
 
Pupils will be studying the achievements of the earliest civilisations and 

create an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared. This 

will involve an in-depth study of the Shang Dynasty.  

Children should be able to regularly address and sometimes devise 

historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, 

and significance. They should also construct informed responses that 

involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 

information. 

 

Art 

Pupils will be using their sketch books to record observations and revisit 

ideas. Pupils will improve their mastery of art and design techniques 

including the traditional Chinese art of silk painting.  

Computing   

 

Pupils will be able to understand computer networks, 

including the internet; how they can provide multiple 

services, such as the World Wide Web, and the opportunities 

they offer for communication and collaboration. Pupils can 

use search technologies effectively and be discerning in 

evaluating digital content. 

 

RE – Kingdom of God – What kind of king is Jesus? Relate Christian teachings 

or beliefs about Kingdom of God to problems and issues of their lives. 

 
Music 

Children will be focusing on the classic rock song, Livin’ On A Prayer by 

Bon Jovi. Children will identify the pulse, rhythm and pitch of the song, 

sing the song aloud and play instruments using the beat. Children will 

compare and appraise other classic rock songs. 


